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CURRICULUM VITAE 
 

Mr. Willy Kibet Chebii, MSc. (Vrije Universiteit 
Brussel), BSc. (University of Nairobi). 

 

Department of Plant Science and Crop Protection, 

College of Agriculture and Veterinary Sciences, 

University of Nairobi, 

P.O Box 29053 -00625, 

Kangemi, NAIROBI. 

Cell phone: 0719 749964, 0721 960774, and 0781364930 

Email: kibetche@gmail.com, willy.chebii@uonbi.ac.ke  

Languages: English, Kiswahili, Marakwet and Basic French 

PERSONAL HISTORY 

Date of Birth: 30th January 1982 

County: Elgeyo Marakwet  

Marital status: Married 

  

 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

I am a career Environmental Botanist specialized in Plant Taxonomy, Ethnobotany, 

Agricultural Botany, and Pasture/Fodder Agronomy; with intrinsic interests in promoting 

environmental conservation and management practices. I routinely engage my learning and 

working experience in traditional plant uses, forest ecology and weed science in the 

management of plant voucher collections from diverse geographical localities with the 

ultimate goal of conservation and protection. 

CAREER OBJECTIVE 

To routinely use my botany knowledge in promoting environmental conservation and 

management activities, and effectively utilize plant taxonomy in the areas of teaching, 

research and industry. 

  

mailto:kibetche@gmail.com
mailto:willy.chebii@uonbi.ac.ke
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SKILLS & ATTRIBUTES 

 Good communication skills 

 Proactive 

 Good interpersonal skills 

 Diligent 

 Pro-environment 

 Optimist 
 

PROFESSIONAL INTERESTS 

Plant taxonomy, Economic Botany, Agricultural Botany, Environmental Botany, Ethnobotany, 

Ethno- medicine, Forest Ecology, Pasture & Forage Agronomy, Environmental Governance & 

Management
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EDUCATION 

2017 September: Fully Registered PhD candidate for Environmental Governance and 

Management in the Wangari Maathai Institute for Peace and Environmental Studies 

at the University of Nairobi. 

2013-2015: Master of Science in Biology at the Vrije Universiteit Brussel (VUB), Belgium: With a 

thesis on botany (Plant Taxonomy and Ecology disciplines). 

Thesis title: Assessment of montane forest ecosystems: A case study of the Cherangani 

Hills in Western Kenya. 

2007-2011: Bachelor of Science (BSc.) degree in Botany and Zoology at the 

University of Nairobi awarded Second Class Honours, Upper Division. 

1996-1999: KCSE, Chebara Secondary School, B- 

1987-1995: KCPE, Chepkum Primary School. 

 

Scientific Publications 

1. Chebii K.W., Muthee J.K. & Karatu K. (2020). The governance of traditional medicine and 

herbal remedies in the selected local markets of Western Kenya. Journal of Ethnobiology and 

Ethnomedicine (2020) 16:39 https://doi.org/10.1186/s13002-020-00389-x 

https://ethnobiomed.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13002-020-00389-x  

2. Chebii W. Kibet (2018). The geographic distribution, variations and floristic associations of 

wild Cruciferae: Cardamine hirsuta and Arabidopsis thaliana; with historical reference on 

herbarium voucher specimens in Kenya. International Journal of Science Arts and Commerce 

Vol. 3, No. 8 August 2018. http://www.ijsac.net/sites/default/files/2018-08/3.7.02_0.pdf 

3. Chebii Willy Kibet (2016). Assessment of Kenya’s montane forest ecosystems: A case study 

on the Cherangani Hills in Western Kenya. International Journal of Science Arts and 

Commerce. Vol. 1 No. 9 November 2016. http://www.ijsac.net/sites/default/files/2016-

12/1.9.04.pdf 

 

Scholarship & Training 

 
2021 May:  Postharvest Food loss and Waste reduction course 

2013-2015: VLIR-UOS full international course programme of Master of Science in Biology (Vrije 

Universiteit Brussel, Belgium).  

 

Workshops, Seminars and trainings 

2017 November: Inaugural Lecture by Prof. Kazuhiko Takeuchi on Role of sustainability science for 

https://doi.org/10.1186/s13002-020-00389-x
https://ethnobiomed.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13002-020-00389-x
https://ethnobiomed.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13002-020-00389-x
http://www.ijsac.net/sites/default/files/2018-08/3.7.02_0.pdf
http://www.ijsac.net/sites/default/files/2016-12/1.9.04.pdf
http://www.ijsac.net/sites/default/files/2016-12/1.9.04.pdf
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achieving sustainable development goals (SDGs at the Wangari Maathai Institute of Peace and 

Environmental Studies. 

2017 September: Governing the youth empowerment - Development nexus in Kenya: Findings from 

youth livelihoods study held in the Wangari Maathai University of moderated by Dr. Grace Mwaura. 

2016 September: Improving value chains of neglected and underutilized crops for food and nutrition 

security in Eastern and Central Africa. Recording the proceedings of the events of the three (3) day 

conference commencing 28th September, 2016) in the University of Nairobi, College of Agriculture 

and the last two (2) days in the Ngong’ Hills Hotel. 

2011: Research and Grant proposal writing, Chiromo conference centre, University of Nairobi. 

2009: Advanced training course in Phylogenetics, by the Colorado State University and University of 
Nairobi. 

2009: Customer Service-Know your customer, by Lincoln Consulting Limited and University of Nairobi. 

 

Webinar 

11th November 2020 

The Governance of Traditional Medicine and Herbal remedies in the selected markets of Western 
Kenya 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Qy_80L6OCI&t=229s 

11th December 2020  

The Nitty Gritty of Agroforestry for Farmers on KTN FARMERS TV 

PART ONE  Agro-forestry and growing useful trees that support farming - Part 1 - YouTube 

PART TWO Agro-forestry and growing useful trees that support farming - Part 2 - YouTube 

 

Scientific routine 

 Development of subject and object inclined herbaria collections 

Foreign language test 
 

 2014-2015: Completed French level 1 / Francais Niveau 1 (39 hours) at the Academic 

Language Centre (ACTO) of the Dutch speaking university of Brussels, Vrije Universiteit 

Brussel (Belgium). 

Research collaboration 

 Plant Taxonomy and Systematics focus on Cruciferae/Brassicaceae in collaboration with the 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Qy_80L6OCI&t=229s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oU_eMgxKJEw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m4cUeZnxmHY
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Department of Comparative Genetics, Max Planck Institute for Plant Breeding Research, 

Cologne, Germany. 

 WORK EXPERIENCE 

2018 –to present: Chief Technologist/Botanist/Plant Taxonomist/Environmental Governance and 

Management Expertise/Traditional medicine and Ethnomedicine specializations, Department of 

Plant Science and Crop Protection, University of Nairobi. 

Main Duties 

 Advice the Chairman on technical matters including leave and work performance 

 Affiliating with key stakeholders in botany, plant breeding and ethnomedicine research 

 Annual appraisal of technical staff 

 Approve annual leave for non-teaching staff 

 Assigning technical duties to non-teaching staff 

 Assigning technologists responsibilities according to the academic year plan 

 Assisting the Chairman in the collation and compilation of PC documentation 

 Carrying out ethnomedicinal and ethnobotanical surveys 

 Clearing students after course completion 

 Conducting forest and weed taxonomic and ecological surveys 

 Executing procurement activities for the department and projects 

 Identifying plants with their actual taxa 

 Lead supervisor for annual staff performance appraisal exercise 

 Offering Agricultural and General Botany tutorial courses for First Years in the Faculty of 
Agriculture 

 Organization of laboratories for scientific visits and learning 

 Preparation of the honoraria and per diem for external examiners 

 Preparation of the invigilation schedule for examinations 

 Preparation of the teaching and practical schedules 

 Supervision of casual workers in the Department 

 Taking examination scripts for external moderation 

 Writing minutes for departmental meetings and online presentations 

 Presentation of webinar content for Dean, FoA and the departmental PC filing 

 Preparation of online AIE and advances for Department, Projects and the College 

 EPMIS officer in the Department 

 Online invigilation processes and success 

 Participating in interviews for non-teaching staff 

 Leading in the ceremonial tree planting for invited guests, university leadership, students and 
the communities 

 Follow –up on payments and processes for part-time lecturers 

 Supervisor of all interns deployed by the Public Service Commission to the Department 

 

Major course units taught/with practical experience include: 

• Agroforestry 

• Cryptogamic botany 

• Environmental Botany 

• Forest ecology and restoration programmes 

• Gymnosperm and angiosperm science 
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• Ornamental plants Crops production 

• Pasture and forage science agronomy 

• Plant morphogenesis and Development 

• Plant Taxonomy 

• Survey of plant kingdom 

• Weed science 
 

2016 February- 2018: Acting Chief Technologist, Department of Plant Science and Crop 

Protection, University of Nairobi. 

Duties 

 Assigning laboratory coding for laboratory materials and equipment for the college 

 Assist all staff in online approval target settings and appraisal of achieved results or lack of it 

 Assist in the processing of honoraria payments for approved external examiners for the 
Department 

 Assist the Chairman in the verification of accounting documents for research projects and 

grants in the Department and SEMIs 

 Assisting in the departmental procurement processes 

 Auditing and inspection of equipment, facilities and lab materials received in PSCP 

department and SEMIs 

 Carrying out teaching space and student capacity 

 Compiling clocking-in percentage analyses for technical staff in the Department 

 Compiling open day and exhibition reports 

 Assisting the Dean to prepare FoA academic trip schedules 

 Coordinating student academic field trips 

 Coordination of successful practicals and budgeted academic field trips in the department 

 Delivering examinations to external examinations for moderation 

 Ensure smooth time tabling and venue allocation 

 Making requests for staff name tags and organizing for proper display of door labels 

 Management and allocation of departmental greenhouses and field collection plots 

 Management and supervision of casual labour in the departmental collection plots, 

greenhouses and compound 

 Mounting and offering part-time tutorial services for ACS/ACR 101 Agricultural Botany course 
unit 

 Processing of examination scripts and storage 

 Quick retrieval of examination scripts for scrutiny or remarking 

 Request extra venue for Continuous Examination Tests on behalf of Lecturers’ 

 SMIS accreditation for the Department of Plant Science & Crop Protection, Faculty of 
Agriculture Lead peer evaluator for annual online staff performance exercise for non-teaching 
staff 

 Supervising Technologists, Junior Laboratory Technicians and Support Staff in their execution 

of assigned duties and responsibilities 

 Supervision and management of collection plot water tank installation 
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 Supervision and management of collection plot water tank installation 

 Technologist-In-Charge of PSCP Collection Plot/Demonstration plot 

 Writing minutes for departmental committees and academic meetings 

2016– Present: Part-time Lecturer: Botany (Plant Taxonomy and Agricultural Botany in the 

Department of Plant Science and Crop Protection, University of Nairobi. 

Main duties 

 Assisting in research activities and botany field excursions 

 Assisting in the invigilation of examinations 

 Introduction and supervision of practical classes 

 Marking scripts 

 Moderation and proof reading examinations 

 Organization, planning, execution and evaluation of Fourth Year Special Projects 

 Planning and implementing field work activities for both undergraduate and 
postgraduate students 

 Setting continuous assessment tests and examinations 

 Teaching Agricultural Botany courses 

2005 – 2011: Curator, University of Nairobi Herbarium (NAI) 

Main duties 

 Assist in the phanerogamic and cryptogamic botany 

 Assist in the tree planting events for the university, partners and collaborators 

 Assisting in research projects for students and visiting scientists Help in the development of Chiromo 
Botanic Gardens 

 Collecting, preserving, mounting and identification of plants 

 Voucher specimens databasing 

 Conduct field work activities for both undergraduate and postgraduate student 
 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 
 

 Member , Faculty Public Complaints Committee
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REFEREES 

1. Dr. John K. Muthee (Student Supervisor) 

       Senior Lecturer, Department of Clinical Studies 

       University of Nairobi, P.O Box 30197,00100, Nairobi. 

       Telephone: +254726885096 

        Email: john.muthee@uonbi.ac.ke 

 

2. Prof. George Chemining’wa, 
        Associate Professor of Agronomy and the Dean, Faculty of 

Agriculture,  

        University of Nairobi, 

        P.O Box 29053-00625, 

NAIROBI. 

umchemin@hotmail.com 

Cell phone: 0721 723806 

 

3.  Prof. John Huria Nderitu, 
Associate Professor of Entomology, 

Department of Plant Science & Crop 

Protection, 

P.O Box 29053, 00625, 

NAIROBI. huria@uonbi.ac.ke 

Cell phone: 0722308581 
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