
Release of three improved varieties for the expanded potato market in Kenya

Onditi J.O1
, S.W.K Nderitu1, J.A. Landeo2

,
 G. O. Abong’4, E. O. Sikinyi3 and J.N. Kabira1

1Kenya Agricultural  Research Institute  (KARI),  Tigoni  P.  O. Box 338-00217 Limuru,  Kenya 
2International Potato Centre (CIP), Sub-Saharan Africa Office Nairobi.  P.O. Box 25171, Nairobi, 
Kenya 
3Kenyan Plant Health Inspectorate Service (KEPHIS), P. O. Box 49592-00100 Nairobi, Kenya; 
(current  address,  Seed Trade Association of  Kenya -STAK, P.  O.  Box 2581-  00202 Nairobi 
Kenya) 
4University of Nairobi, Department of Food Science, Nutrition and Technology, P. O. Box 29053, 
Nairobi, Kenya. 

Corresponding Author: Email: john3oju@yahoo.com

ABSTRACT

Current potato varieties have not fully met the market demands of the rapidly expanding Kenyan 
potato  industry.  Newer  varieties  with  tolerance  to  the  major  diseases,  higher  yields,  better 
storability and processing qualities are therefore required. Through a collaborative research, six 
promising late blight tolerant clones initially from the International Potato Centre (CIP) were 
evaluated in National Performance Trials (NPT) in six potato growing regions. Three clones, 
namely: 393385.39, 393371.58 and 391691.96 were released by the National Variety Release 
Committee (NVRC) under the respective names of Sherekea, Kenya Mpya and Purple Gold. 
Sherekea  had  high  yields  (40-50T/ha),  high  tolerance  to  late  blight  and  to  major  viruses, 
attractive red skin color, good storability, good cooking and processing qualities. Kenya Mpya 
had high yields (35-45 T/ha), high resistance to late blight, good chipping  and mashing quality, 
short dormancy (75-90 days), early tuber bulking and early physiological maturity (90-105 days). 
Purple Gold had moderate to high yields, excellent crisping and good chipping, table, cooking 
and mashing qualities, long dormancy and very good storability. The new varieties are expected 
to  respond  to  various  demands  of  the  potato  industry  while  increasing  the  varietal  options 
available to the farmers.
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