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CURRICULUM VITAE 

NAME:  CAXTON NYAHELA 

GENDER:  MALE 

DATE OF BIRTH:  DECEMBER 2, 1962 

MARITAL STATUS: MARRIED 

NATIONALITY: KENYAN 

ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE 

1970 – 1975: I was at Epang’a Primary School in Vihiga County, where I sat for my Certificate 

of Primary Education and passed well with 27 points. 

1976 – 1977: Learnt at Ebusakami Day Secondary School in Vihiga County and tackled Kenya 

Junior Secondary Examination and passed in seven out of eight subjects I 

registered for. 

1977 – 1979: Joined Esalwa Day Secondary School in Vihiga County where I sat for East 

African Certificate of Examination and passed in Division Two. 



2 

 

1980 – 1981: Studied at St. Mary’s School Yala in Siaya County where I sat for Kenya 

Advanced Certificate of Examination and passed with two principles and a 

subsidiary. 

1983 – 1986: Joined the University of Nairobi where I pursued Bachelor of Arts Degree Course 

and qualified with an Upper Second Class Honors. 

1987 – 1988: Pursued a Bible course by correspondence in the Gospel Faith Messenger Institute 

of New Zealand and attained a Diploma in Theology Certificate. 

1988 – 1993: I rejoined the University of Nairobi for a Master of Arts course and attained a 

Master of Arts Degree in 1993. 

2013 Currently I am studying for a Doctor of Philosophy Degree in the University of 

Nairobi. 

WORKING AND PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

1982 – 1983: Worked as a volunteer Secondary School Teacher at Ibubi Girls High School in 

Bunyore, Vihiga County. 

1984  Worked as a volunteer Assistant Teacher of Biblical Theology at Kima 

Theological School in Vihiga County. 

1986 – 1988: Worked as a Secondary School Teacher at Lirhanda Girls High school in 

Kakamega County. 

1992 – 1993: Served as a Graduate Assistant in the University of Nairobi, Department of 

Philosophy and Religious Studies, in the college of Education and External 

Studies. 

1993 – 1994: Worked as a Tutorial fellow in the University of Nairobi, Department of 

Philosophy and Religious Studies, College of Education and External Studies. 

1994 – 1995: Served as an Assistant Lecturer in the Department of Philosophy and Religious 

Studies, College of Education and External Studies, University of Nairobi. 
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1995 to date: Currently I am a full Lecturer in the Department of Philosophy and Religious 

Studies, College of Education and External Studies University of Nairobi. 

EXTERNAL WORKING EXPERIENCE 

1994 to date: Worked as a part time Lecturer in the Department of Educational Studies, Faculty 

of External Studies in the college of Education and External Studies, University of 

Nairobi. 

1995 – 1996: Worked as a part time Lecturer in the Department of Religions, of Daystar 

University. 

2007 – 2008: Participated in several departmental seminars where we reviewed our academic 

courses to be more responsive and relevant to modern intellectual and market 

trends. 

2008 Attended University of Nairobi Staff Training Seminar at Utalii College whereby I 

attained a certificate 

RESPONSIBILITIES 

1995 – 1997: Served as the Examination Officer in the in the Department of Philosophy and 

Religious Studies, College of education and external Studies, University of 

Nairobi. 

2012 to date: Serves as the Departmental Examination Officer (Coordinator) in the department of 

Philosophy and Religious Studies, College of Education and External Studies, 

University of Nairobi. 

ACADEMIC WORK AND PUBLICATION EXPERIENCE 

1995 – 2000: I attended several inaugural lectures and seminars in the University of Nairobi. 

2000 I attended a Philosophical Symposium which took three days at Education 

Building, University of Nairobi where I served as one of the moderators and 

presented a paper. 
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2007 Attended a seminar on HIV/AIDS (Anti Immune Deficiency Syndrome) at Careen, 

Kenya. 

2010 Attended a seminar in Busia, Kenya whose theme was “Conflict and Poverty”. I 

presented a paper on “Child Soldiers: A challenge to the church”. 

PUBLICATIONS 

2000 I wrote a paper on Epicureanism which was published in the Journal of Adult 

Education 

2005  I wrote a paper on the Broken Myth: Issues in Science and Faith, which was to be 

published in, the “Fountain’ a Journal of Education”. 

I also have several manuscripts that are yet to be published. These include: 

1. History of Christianity 3AD to the present. 

2. The New Testament Texts. 

3. Papers from various perspectives. 

I am pursuing my PHD work which I hope to be through possibly this year if all will work as 

planned. 

NON – ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE 

1993 to date: Co-founded a non-governmental organization called “Bread for Children Kenya” 

which helps children in different circumstances throughout Kenya. This 

organization is working and doing well as per the vision and objectives it was 

established to fulfill in the community. 

HOBBIES 

My hobbies are listening to Christian music, exercising, reading, farming and meditations on 

God’s word through prayer, scripture memorization and recitation and playing a harmonica. 
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ACADEMIC ABSTRACTS 

MA THESIS  

TITLE 

AN ASSESSMENT OF THE IMPACT OF CHRISTIAN ETHICS ON THE KENYAN 

SOCIETY WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO THE ISUKHA OF KAKAMEGA DISTRICT 

ABSTRACT 

This study was carried out to assess the impact of Christian ethics on the Kenyan society with 

special reference to the Isukha of Kakamega District. There is a claim that the majority of 

Kenyans are Christians. Despite the above observation, there are problems of the declining moral 

standards. Thus social evils are penetrating all aspects of the Kenyan society. The study therefore 

seeks to find out why such a situation exists in the Kenyan society. 

Social evils spoil the good image of Christianity in Kenya. They are contrary to the demands of 

Christian morals. This is because Christians are supposed to be people of good moral conduct. 

They are supposed to be characterized by virtues like love, humility and honesty. 

In view of the above situation, the researcher studies the following. First the historical genesis of 

the Isukha culture before and after the coming of the Europeans. This is because it is by 

reflecting on the past that we can manage to understand the present moral situation. In this 

context, the historical evolution of the Isukha people, their economic, social, religious life, their 

traditional education and morals are analyzed. The changes based on the coming of the 

Europeans and the contributions of the missionaries in imparting Christian morals among the 

Isukha are also considered. 

Second is an evaluation of the interpretation of Christian morals within the Isukha culture. This 

can help us to know the form of conduct or interaction that exists between the Christian morals 

and the Isukha traditional moral thought forms. In order to realize this various aspects are studied 

in both the Isukha religion and Christianity. 
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Third, the researcher uses the Quaker Church as an illustration to show what is happening in 

other Christian Churches among the Isukha as far as morality is concerned. The researcher used 

this church because he developed close ties with this church when he was a teacher in the Isukha 

region. Lirhanda is the religional headquarters of all the Quaker Churches in Shinyalu Division. 

The Quaker Church is one of the dominant churches among the Isukha. 

The location of this study was in Shinyalu Division of Kakamega District. Shinyalu Division is 

mainly ooccupied by the Isukha people. The Isukha community is one of the sub-groups of the 

Luyia ethnic society. Research was conducted in some of the sub-locations of Shinyalu Division. 

Field work involved the administration of the questionnaire and verbal interviews to the 

informants in the villages, in churches, in schools and in trading or market centres. The 

informants consisted of village elders, pastors, teachers and students. The researcher also 

consulted church archives and other library sources that were related to this study. These helped 

the author to realize the objectives of this study. 

Briefly, this study found out that the impact of Christian morals in the Isukha society is little. 

The author made this conclusion because this study discovered the declining morals among the 

Isukha. Various factors responsible for the poor moral standards were also found out. First it is 

because of the influence of the European culture in the Isukha society. Secondly it is due to the 

contemporary forces of social change. 

In connection with the above findings, the following recommendations are made: First the Isukha 

should use aspects of their traditional religious understanding that can help them to find remedy 

to modern ethical problems. Second the pastoral workers should be given enough training in 

order to have deep insight in Christianity and the Isukha traditional religion. Pastoral training 

should also take note of the moral problems related to the European culture, the Isukha culture 

and the modern social change. This can help them to give adequate solutions to the moral 

problems. Third, the teaching of Christian Religious Education (C.R.E) in the primary and 

secondary schools should be strengthened. This is because Christian Religious Education 

(C.R.E) helps to create an awareness of Christian morals among the students. 
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PHD 

TITLE 

THE IMPACT OF LUYIA TRADITIONAL RELIGION UPON CHRISTIANITY: WITH 

PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO THE AFRICAN ISRAEL CHURCH NINEVEH IN 

WESTERN KENYA 

ABSTRACT 

The present study examines the impact of the Luyia traditional religion on Christianity with 

special reference to African Israel Church Nineveh in Vihiga District in Western Province, 

Kenya. The study investigates various objectives including; the socio – economic historical and 

religious settings of the Luyia community, the origins and teachings of African Israel Church 

Nineveh and the impact of the Luyia indigenous religious values on the African Israel Church 

Nineveh.  

This research is based on Mbiti’s assertion that African traditional religion like the Luyia 

indigenous values is helping Christianity to grow rapidly in Africa. We also acknowledge 

stephene’s (1974, 1) idea that today as members of the black communities we are faced with 

defining ourselves, our past, our present and our future spiritually, legally, socially, 

educationally, morally, mentally and materially. The study is tied on the assumptions that the 

Luyia is a community with distinct origins and religious beliefs and practices which gives it an 

identity and sustainable meaning of life, the cultural interaction between the Luyia traditional 

values and Western European Christianity caused the origin of the African Israel Church 

Nineveh which combines the Luyia indigenous religious values with Christian beliefs and 

practices. 

This study appreciates the assumption that Christianity has some prime, canonical or non – 

negotiable doctrines which serve as the standard or reference for the teachings of the African 

Israel Church Nineveh. In order to test the above hypothesis and objectives the study uses the 

symbolic interaction theory and the concept of enculturation. Symbolic interaction theory 
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proposes that cultural interaction produces some new values by integrating aspects from the 

Luyia with Christian cultural beliefs and practices. 

The concept of enculturation enables religions to experience a peaceful exchange of cultural 

values from one another with mutual respect and understanding while recognizing and 

appreciating their differences as mere challenges but not as tools of confusion, coercion and 

barriers against spiritual integration, solidarity and peaceful co – existence among believers.  

The researcher has reviewed literature related to the topic of our study which helps him to 

develop the problem and to formulate the research theory and concept. Our study problem is that 

many African instituted churches are emerging and blending the Luyia traditional values with 

Christianity. However, such churches like African Israel Church Nineveh (AICN) are yet to have 

formal and serious investigations by scholars. Our main aim is to present an in-depth 

investigation of the above church so as to evaluate how it is combining the Luyia religious values 

with Christian beliefs and practices. This study is value oriented and applies a qualitative and 

descriptive research design. 

Our research method includes collection of data by both library research and field work in 

Vihiga District. The research instruments include personal oral and structured interviews to the 

informants, administration of questionnaires, random and stratified sampling, focus groups 

discussions, personal involvement in church activities or participant observation and listening, 

radio-cassette tapping and photo taking. These instruments have helped us to collect adequate 

and accurate data for analysis and compilation into different chapters. This study has discovered 

that the bending of Luyia traditional values with Christianity is enriching Christianity with new 

rituals, songs, morals, medicine, education, exorcism, leadership, prayers, proverbs, 

communalism, dances, sports and numerical growth. 

The Luyia indigenous religion is also getting enriched with Biblical Christian myths, 

resurrection, love, rituals, stories, scriptures, literacy, songs, fellowships, prayers and exorcisms 

of evil spirits. In this study the Luyia traditional religion and Christianity have some similarities 

including a creationism, spiritually, monotheism, and anthropocentrism, and divine providence, 

idea of sin, repentance and salvation. African Israel Church Nineveh appreciates the Western 
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modes of development including literacy, health, agriculture and communication and science but 

it disputes the condemnation of the Luyia indigenous culture and spirituality by the European 

Missionaries. 

The blending is harmonious and tends to guarantee a promising, meaningful, respectful spiritual 

destiny and a bright future to this church community. The above observations are good 

confirmations of our statement of the problem, justification, theoretical/conceptual frameworks 

and the study assumptions. Finally we have come up with our study summary and conclusion. 

Nevertheless we have discovered that there is much that remains to be done this research is not 

exhaustive. We have therefore made some recommendations concerning some significant areas 

which need further investigations so as to increase knowledge on this church. 

 

 


