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1. Background to the Potato Dialogue Platform 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

The worldwide demand for food is constantly increasing, especially in Africa. The potato is an 

essential part of this development of demand. It has an enormous potential to improve the 

persistent shortage in many African countries and elsewhere with calories and other 

important nutrients and vitamins. From a nutrient-physiological perspective potatoes outclass 

grain varieties. Potatoes have a considerable higher nutrient density and produce 2 to 3 

times more calories per unit land and water than grain varieties. At the same time potatoes 

have a shorter growth cycle of 90 to 120 days. Moreover, they offer not only the opportunity 

to increase small-scale families’ income but they also provide the opportunities for crop 

rotation and mixed cultivation systems as sustainable and resource-saving cultivation 

systems that accompany soil improvement. 

 

But until now this potential hasn’t been fully exploited. Yields of African potato farmers are 

very low and vary a lot (from 3t/ha up to 10t/ha). They remain far below the potential yields of 

20 to 40t/ha. A substantial factor is the missing access to locally adapted and high-

performance seeds. Furthermore, the potato often is cultivated as monoculture which 

increases plant diseases and reduces soil quality. Trainings for small-scale farmers are 

missing with regard to Good Agricultural Practices in the potato production. The 

mechanization rate is very low. High harvest and postharvest losses due to missing storage 

facilities further decrease revenue and income opportunities of small-scale farmers. Farmers 

are forced to sell their harvest when prices are lowest. The level of organization along the 

complete chain (producers, processors, traders, service providers) is very low. Hardly any 

working networks exist between the upstream sector, small-scale farmers, and (local) 

traders. Missing knowledge about the careful preparation and use of the potato in the daily 

diet result in losses of important nutrients and vitamins. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Background on Potatoes 
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GIZ on behalf of BMZ is supporting the potato value chain in several countries in Africa. The 

pilot project Potato Initiative Africa (PIA) is implemented in Kenya and Nigeria since April 

2014. PIA concentrates on modernization potentials in the potato sector in Kenya and 

Nigeria. In the frame of a strategic alliance innovative concepts for optimizing the potato 

value chain shall be identified and tested together with the participating companies, local 

companies, and relevant institutions (Research, Plant Variety Office, Associations). This 

includes new adapted technology options, organizational institutional aspects as well as 

inclusive business models. In field trials new cultivation methods were tested using modern 

technologies (certified seedlings, newly developed fertilizer etc.). Moreover, opportunities for 

integration of smallholders in local markets were identified and mechanization options 

adapted to local conditions were demonstrated. 

 

In other countries supporting measures along the potato value chain are just about to start.  

Other countries are for example Mali, Cameroon and India.  

 

Despite concrete activities in the countries another field of action is the promotion of a South-

South exchange and – in the case of PIA - the exchange with private companies of the 

agriculture and food industry. The exchange between different partners plays a crucial role 

for the establishment of innovations. The knowledge-exchange is facilitated with regard to 

challenges and potentials in the potato value chains.  

 

Against this background GIZ organized a learning and experience exchange in the course of 

a Potato Dialogue Platform . Participants were guests from Kenya, Nigeria, Mali, 

Cameroon, and India as well as with regard to PIA representatives from selected German 

companies of the agricultural industry, representatives of BMZ and GIZ. 

 

  

Support to the potato value chain  
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2. Objectives and Expected Outcomes 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

The potato dialogue platform in September 

2015 reflected the learning and experience 

exchange as well as the networking of 

different actors of the potato value chain.  

 

The main goal was to identify synergies and 

the potential for innovations for all actors 

through the provided knowledge and 

learning experiences. 

 

The specific expectations of the participants beforehand were to discuss general strategies 

to reach out to farmers, to talk about the way leading to a profitable potato value chain, 

mechanization capacity building, strategies to make quality seeds available for small-scale 

farmers, tissue culture, storage issues, and to receive information from the German seed 

regulatory agency. 

 

Therefore, an exchange between the delegations from Kenya, Nigeria, India, Cameroon, and 

Mali took place with regard to challenges and potentials of the potato value chain. The 

opportunities and challenges of the potato value chains in the respective countries were 

shared with all participants, discussed, and the potential to make use of the already collected 

experiences in other countries was sounded out.  

 

In addition there was the opportunity to further discuss the experiences with the actors of the 

different countries in the course of a Working Groups. The participants could also meet 

bilaterally to talk about specific aspects of the potato sector in the partner countries. 
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3. Workshop Proceedings 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

I. 14.09.15 

 

 

The participants of the partner countries Kenya, Nigeria, India, Mali, and Cameroon were 

warmly welcomed at the Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) in Bonn 

by Heike Henn. She gave a short introduction to the special initiative “One World – No 

Hunger” and highlighted the opportunities that potatoes as a highly nutritious food crop have 

to combat malnutrition and food insecurity in Africa. 

 

 

 

After the welcoming remarks of Heike Henn a representative of each country gave a short 

presentation on the potentials and challenges in each of the respective countries. Afterwards 

in the question and answer session several important issues were touched like the one of 

certified seed potatoes and  varieties . Often only a very small amount of certified seed 

potatoes and varieties exist. In Kenya, for example, processing varieties are needed since 

there is high demand for quality potatoes by the local processing companies whereas locally 

available table potatoes are preferred by consumers. This was also fostered by Elly Atieno, 

research associate at the International Potato Center (CIP) in Kenya who further explained 

that the farmers actually lead the researchers with their demand for new varieties. At the 

moment the potato production is not very competitive. Therefore, new varieties give farmers 

the opportunity to choose the variety that fits their purposes best. 

 

This statement was also supported by the Nigerian delegation. For Nigeria varieties are not 

yet developed regarding the different utilization issues. According to the Nigerian participants 

only 3 varieties exist. However, when introducing new varieties it needs to be made sure that 

these varieties can adapt to local conditions. 

 

Another important issue was the problem of diseases . These are widespread (late blight, 

bacterial wilt) and adapt fast to the current conditions. Farmers often don’t have the financial 

capacities and knowledge to buy adequate plant protection. 

Welcome at the Ministry for Economic Cooperation an d Development (BMZ), Bonn 

The Irish potato – insights in country specific pot ato issues / Questions and Answers 
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One major challenge mentioned several times was the missing supply of clean seed . This 

was stressed by all participants. Many African countries produce clean seed potatoes but 

miss to produce those in sufficient quantities. Therefore, investments need to be made to 

support the research institutes and the private sector to produce seed potatoes in sufficient 

quantities. Today only about 2% of the seed potatoes in Kenya are certified and clean.  

 

Furthermore, the regulation of varieties  seemed to be a severe problem. In Nigeria, for 

example, the government strictly regulates which makes it difficult to import new varieties. 

The seedlings have to go through different tests in order to be certified in the countries. Once 

imported it needs to be made sure that farmers can actually get access to those - also with 

regard to prices. 

 

 

 

In the afternoon an expert talk at GIZ took place. Dr. Gerd Fleischer, Head of Group G510 

Agricultural Innovations, Sustainability Standards, GIZ, welcomed the guests. He mentioned 

the huge potential of the potato in Africa but also underlined the major challenges that exist 

like storage and mechanization. Innovations need to be adapted in Africa. 

After this the moderator Dr. Thomas Breuer, head of the Sector Project Agricultural Trade 

and Agricultural Value Chains, GIZ, welcomed all guests and introduced to the topic of the 

potential for agricultural growth and poverty reduction in Africa.  

 

Afterwards, Dr. Wilhelm Elfring, consultant, gave an overview of the opportunities and major 

challenges of the potato sector in Africa in general. The discussion mainly concentrated on 

the challenges of the Kenyan potato sector (Driving forces: supply; Hindering forces: 

logistics, seed potatoes, credits, lack of processing industry (informal sector), storage, 

government policies). Often the return on labor is either very low or negative since labor is 

relatively expensive and potatoes are very labor intensive (if there is no mechanization). 

Furthermore, the prices for potatoes are very volatile. The private sector is the key to 

improve the whole value chain. Moreover, the topics of insufficient supply of seedlings, the 

problem of affordability for farmers, and multiplication strategies were addressed. 

 

Then Michiel Arnoldus (SENSE Consulting) presented his findings on financing Kenyan 

potato farmers and processors and tried to answer the question if this is good business. The 

discussion thereafter focused on the importance to differentiate between value chains for 

Expert Talk: Potatoes in Africa– an untapped potent ial for agricultural growth and 
poverty reduction 
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fresh potatoes and those used for processing (chips, crisps etc.). Focusing on potatoes used 

for processing seemed to be more profitable according to Michiel Arnoldus on the one hand. 

But on the other hand premium prices are paid for fresh potatoes in Nigeria as well, thus a lot 

of “side-selling” happens. Additionally, the role of GIZ with regard to capacity building 

(mechanization training etc.) was discussed. Another issue that was raised was the 

persistent storage problem. Without a guaranteed supply of fresh potatoes it will be difficult 

for processors to develop a business. Moreover, sanitary and management issues arise with 

different storage options. High input costs (as these are globally rising) were a concern as 

well as the low soil fertility (conservation agriculture, incorporate potash etc.) which show a 

constraint for a higher production. 

 

Dr. Thomas Breuer summarized this afternoon session by highlighting that besides potatoes 

for processing also the fresh market plays an important role. For fresh potatoes the quality 

determines the price. For processed potatoes fixed prices offer a lower risk for risk-adverse 

farmers. There are different concepts for potato production which among others include 

contract farming, farming for own consumption and for the open market. Different storage 

options are needed depending on the needs of the farmers. 

 

II. 15.09.15 

 

 

The second day started with a warm welcome of 

the participants by the moderator Albert Eckert. 

After a short round of introduction the participants 

explained their expectations for the next two days. 

These were among others to learn about value 

addition of potatoes, strategies to reach out to 

farmers, capacity building with regard to 

mechanization, strategies to make quality seeds 

available for small-scale farmers, tissue culture, storage, how to get to a profitable value 

chain, and to receive information of the Seed Regulatory Agency. 

 

 

Welcome and Introduction 
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After the introduction a representative of each country gave key insights into the respective 

potato sector. 

Cameroon (Evéline Ouokam Nanmegne, Frank Bremer) 

Major challenges: Missing access to quality seeds, the missing storage of seedlings and 

consumer potatoes, and diseases (especially late blight) 

Mali (Prof. Abdoulaye Sidibé, Dr. Bocar Ahmadou) 

Major challenges: Missing (Drip) irrigation, access and price to/of quality seedlings and tissue 

culture. 

India (Vishwajeet Sinha, Herman Lanting) 

Major challenges: Supply of certified seedlings, the bad agricultural extension system, and 

diseases (late blight) 

Kenya (Elly Ouma Atieno) 

Major challenges: Supply and access to qualified seedlings, lack of storage as well as low 

application of pesticides and fertilizer 

Nigeria (Dr. Daniel Musa Lenka) 

Major challenges: Stringent seed multiplication conditions, storage, lack of sufficient quality 

seedlings, very limited potato varieties, and diseases 

 

 

 

From the presentations and the following discussions, several topics were identified which 

seemed to be of general interest. Those topics were now discussed in greater depth during 

the group work. The results of the group work were finally presented to all participants. 

 

„The days in Bonn were very interesting and informative since we could exchange 

with other experienced colleagues (Folarin Oguntolu)”. 

 

Group 1: Seeds – Varieties 

Challenges  Options/Strategies  

- Modernization of varieties’ spectrum 

- Technical capacity of regulatory bodies 

- Timely producers 

- Local multiplication model 

o Strong assurance of quality 

o Pest risk analysis 

Key insights, challenges and opportunities for agri cultural growth, poverty reduction 
and food security in Cameroon, Mali, India, Kenya, and Nigeria 

Group Work – Sharing knowledge and experiences 
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- Accredited certification 

- Encourage cooperative research 

- Develop common protocol 

 

Group 2: Seeds - Tissue culture and basic seed 

Challenges  Options/Strategies  

- Technical expertise in setting up 

infrastructure 

- Expertise in management of personnel 

(entrepreneurs) 

- Multiplication of seeds generated from 

tissue culture 

- Initial investment cost 

- Selection of suitable varieties (area, end 

use) 

- Seed certification process 

- Return on investment for seed 

certification 

- Aeroponics – high investment 

o Hydroponics (Sand) 

o Highly specialized seed 

multipliers 

o Engage with international 

research institutes for assistance 

like CIP 

- Seek government support (PPP – 

subsidy model) 

- Involvement of all actors along the chain 

o End user 

- Diversification of certification process 

under guidance of regulator 

 

Group 3: Seeds – Multiplication schemes 

Challenges  Options/Strategies  

- No private sector involvement (Nigeria, 

Cameroon, Mali) 

- Scale-up multiplication 

- Land sizes (Kenya) 

- Cost of production 

- Clean seeds for multiplication (Kenya) 

- Financial resources (Kenya) 

- Irrigation infrastructure 

- Capacity development for CBO (Mali) 

- Strong regulation – no interest of private 

sector 

- No specialized organization for potato 

- Storage of seed potatoes – Losses 

- Regulation import e.g. Marabel 

- Reduce cost price 

- Adaptation with imported seeds – local 

- Invest in research to increase production 

of clean basic seeds for distribution to 

local multipliers 

- Encourage seed breeders to partner with 

local companies to produce clean basic 

seeds 

- Review the standards for seed 

multiplication requirements especially for 

CBO seed multiplication scheme 

- Strengthen coordination among 

government agencies and other 

stakeholders 

- Capacity building and organizational 

development for multipliers 

- Look in-depth into financing options to 

improve access to seed potatoes for 
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diseases farmers 

- Look into financing for multipliers for 

irrigation infrastructure 

 

Group 4: Mechanization and technology 

Challenges  Options/Strategies  

- Scale 

o Finance/invest 

o Size 

o Volume 

- Size? Technical solutions? 

- Investment costs/Financing 

- Availability of machinery 

- Small farms 

o Financial capacity 

- Ownership structures 

- Ownership model to make better use of 

capacity of machinery 

- Farmers owning machinery can service 

other farmers 

- Smart “model” 

o Nucleus farms with out grower 

scheme 

o Processor provides service to 

farmers 

- Tap on government 

o Mechanization programs 

- Group of farmers takes loan and lends 

on to members 

- Business model where buyer/processor 

finances machinery and inputs 

o Products will be sold to 

buyer/processor 

o Trader can easily access formal 

loan 

- Potato trader provides machinery 

services 

- Non-farmer entrepreneurs provide 

services 

- Ownership promotion  

- Involve the private sector (There is an 

interest!) 

- PPP model (ext. services and capacity 

development) 

- Machinery lenders 

- Provide maintenance training to 

operators on Green Innovation Centers 

- Make sure potato areas targeted are big 
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enough for private sector to provide 

adequate machinery 

 

Group 5: Storage 

Challenges  Options/Strategies  

- Identification of right technology 

- Lack of cooperation 

o Issue of management 

- Where to store along the value chain? 

o In Nigeria: Farmer groups 

- Affordability/Financing? 

- Traceability of products 

- Ownership 

- Security issues 

- Where to build? 

o Land rights 

- Potato quality 

- Define specific technical needs 

o Context specific 

o Feasibility studies 

o Actors: GIZ, government, 

universities 

- Capacity development 

o Farmer trainings (especially 

quality production) 

o Management improvement and 

explore the right models 

(security) 

o Create awareness of challenges 

- Identification of “drivers” 

o Storage builder? 

o Processing industry? 

- Mobilization of VC actors 

o Financing (cross-benefits, 

ownership) 

o Collection centers? 

o Put up traceability system (if 

needed) 

 

III. 16.09.15 

 

 

At 16th September the Kenyan and Nigerian delegation met with the private companies 

participating in PIA. Representatives from Mali, India and Cameroon met during a parallel 

session (please see power point documentation attached). 

Thorben Kruse welcomed all participants for the PIA meeting. He gave background 

information on the Potato Initiative Africa (PIA), the goals and challenges and what has been 

Welcome and Introduction 
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reached so far. Moreover, the PIA testimonial (see also: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=23vsEfRwHmo) was shown to the participants. 

Afterwards Christiane Hieronymus from BMZ also welcomed everybody in Bonn and 

highlighted the importance of this event to learn from each other and to exchange 

experiences. Furthermore, she mentioned that the Potato Initiative Africa (PIA) has been a 

very fruitful project implemented together with the participating German and local companies 

as well as other relevant institutions. 

Christiane Hieronymus highlighted that despite the fact that the pilot project PIA comes to an 

end in December 2015 in both countries the continuation of the support to the potato value 

chain is ensured. In Kenya a new project will be set up by beginning of January 2016. In 

Nigeria the potato value chain has been selected to be supported within the Innovation 

Centers for the Agriculture and Food Sector. 

 

 

Michiel Arnoldus (SENSE Consulting) presented his work on financing the modernization of 

the African agriculture with a focus on crisps and a nucleus farmer business model in Kenya 

and possible investment opportunities for the private sector. 

The discussion afterwards focused on the problems on how to handle complete crop failures 

if a loan has been taken. As Michiel Arnoldus explained, the Kenyan banks are aware of 

these issues and offer crop insurances for the farmers. Another issue raised was the 

insufficient amount of potato supply for processors. If there are not enough potatoes 

available either the processors have to close down for some months or try to get potatoes 

from outside or use stored potatoes if available and/or the capacities are available. 

Furthermore, the challenge of labor was brought up. In Kenya, labor gets more and more 

expensive. And due to transformation especially young farmers are leaving the sector to find 

jobs in the cities which worsens the situation. 

Mechanization is happening in Kenya already for wheat production. For the potato sector the 

mechanization rate is still very low. The adoption rate of new techniques of farmers until full 

adoption can take up to 6 years. Therefore, the guidance of farmers in the form of capacity 

building is important from the very beginning. The first case needs to be set up right.  

 

 

“Financing the modernization of African agriculture  – The case of the potato value 
chain in Kenya” (incl. investment opportunities for  the private sector) 
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The field trials in Kenya for the Potato Initiative Africa (PIA) 

were carried out by the International Potato Center (CIP) in 

Kenya. The research associate Elly Ouma Atieno presented 

the results of the trials.  

 

It was highlighted that the new technologies mean a 

breakthrough in Nyandarua County where field trials were 

conducted. But at the same time it is now important to 

support capacity building for the agricultural engineers 

together with the private companies so that they are able to 

maintain (reliability, repair costs) the modern machinery. 

Furthermore, the new machinery needs to be made 

accessible for the farmers in terms of prices (Grimme 

however offers a whole package including after sales support). 

 

In the last year many challenges had to be faced like low rainfalls which delayed planting. 

Diseases like late blight meant difficulties for the produce as well. 

With regard to the results of the field trials the question came up if farmers actually can reach 

yields as high as 30/35 t/ha as it was shown in the trials. It was clearly stated that this can be 

realized with a certain routine of the farmers, 

 

Extension services (private extension, NGOs, public extension) are another issue. The 

extension network in Kenya needs to be strengthened with regard to potatoes in order to be 

able to give advice on proper pesticide and fertilizer use etc. The application of fertilizer and 

pesticides is still a big problem that needs to be addressed on a broader base now after the 

field trials.  

 

The program PIA raised high expectations among the participating and other farmers and 

raised high expectations. Everybody agreed to continue the collaboration with the private 

partners in the future. However, the question remains for now on how to scale- up what was 

tested. Potatoes are grown in 14 counties besides Nyandarua County. Vocational training 

could be introduced to train specific professions in the potato sector. 

Results of field trials Kenya 
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The results of the Nigerian field trials were presented by 

Dr. Daniel Musa Lenka working for the National Root 

Crop Research Institute (NRCRI) in Nigeria. Potatoes are 

produced in 11 states in Nigeria. In Plateau State where 

field trials were conducted the potato has been cultivated 

there for quite a long time but has only recently become 

more present. However, at the moment there is a lack of 

facilities, mechanization etc. Machines for maize 

production are in general available but those are not 

adequate for potatoes. 

For the field trials problems with the disease late blight 

occurred. So there is the urgent need for tolerant seeds, 

good machinery, and proper storage options among 

others. 

 

During the discussion the registration of seeds was brought up. It was mentioned that once 

registered seeds can be brought into the countries in bigger quantities. However, private 

companies made other experiences and mentioned that import costs are rather high. 

Everybody agreed that seed import is no long-term solution but local multiplication ate least 

for 2 to 3 generations could be a feasible way. The market for seeds exists and a royalty 

system has to be implemented. However, due to the insufficient infrastructure, the climate 

that is not very suitable for seed multiplication, the existence of mainly small farms which 

makes it difficult for big-scale multiplication, and the high disease pressure this will be difficult 

and take time. 

 

In 2014 potato was added to the national agenda as a food security crop. So there is an 

interest on the part of the government to support the potato in Nigeria.  

Results of field trials Nigeria 
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The focus of the special session was the way forward for the new potato project in Kenya 

and additional African countries. The project should start at the beginning of 2016. The 

budget is not yet approved. The envisaged project period is five years (2016-2021). 

Concerns were raised from Kenyan delegation and the private partners that concerning the 

time needed for appraisal of a new project a funding gap for activities from 1st January 2016 

until mid of 2016 is very likely. This would slow down the whole process again and it will be 

difficult to keep up the momentum of close partnership as of now. 

Several technical challenges were raised. Proper quality inputs, machinery, institutional and 

regional capacities, services and linkages with processors are missing. Banks are not yet 

part of the project and should be included as well. Although agriculture in general and potato 

production in particular are high on the agenda of the Kenyan government, the concerned 

institutions need to be strengthened. 

The following topics were identified as key topics during the round-table discussion with the 

participants: 

1. Seed potatoes : A regional approach should be developed which not only looks at 

the particular challenges in Kenya, but at the whole of east Africa. This may 

require to develop and improve trade and registration processes for pesticides, 

seeds etc. The collaboration with the Dutch seed multiplication project should be 

discussed. 

2. Nutrition: Should play an increased importance during the new project. Not only 

focus on crisp and chips production. 

3. Plant breeder rights: What happens with the second generation of potatoes? 

Needs to be discussed with Solana and Europlant. 

4. Transition:  How will the transition from PIA to the new potato project look like? 

Will there be communication with the farmers for them not to lose interest? This 

would require ongoing activities from the private sector as well as continuous 

communication from GIZ. 

5. Forms of cooperation:  How do private companies want to cooperate with GIZ? 

What means would they want to use (e.g. develoPPP-approach…?) 

Special Session Kenya/East Africa: The way forward in Kenya/East Africa - Workshop 
with representatives from Kenya, private partners, GIZ, BMZ 
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IV. 17.09.15 

On Thursday a field trip to the “Lower Rhine” area was organized. A potato trading company, 

a packaging company for potatoes (and onions), and a family farm with arable production 

and farm café were visited in the morning. After lunch there was a lunch talk presented by 

Mrs. K. Braf from the Rheinische Kartoffel Erzeugergemeinschaft (REKA) to present their 

work. In the afternoon another family farm that has specialized in the production and 

marketing of potatoes was visited. 
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4. Feedback from Participants 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

“For the first time we could share our experiences in the potato value chain with our 

colleagues from Nigeria, Mali, Cameroon and India. This wouldn´t have been possible 

without the Potato Dialogue Platform organized by giz in Bonn (Jackson Muchoki, Kenya).” 

 

“The days in Bonn were very interesting and informative since we could exchange 

with other experienced colleagues. I would like to use this opportunity to thank you all for 

your efforts and job well done in making the Potato Dialogue Platform a success. I must 

confess the workshop was very interesting, educative and impacting for the Nigerian 

contingents. The workshops have started yielding result already (Folarin Oguntolu, Nigeria).” 

 

“I first want to thank you for the opportunity your institute have given Cameroon 

through the Potato Dialogue Platform Workshop. I have learned a lot from other countries 

representatives and I believe that the collaboration between us has just started and will go a 

long way (Evèline Ouokam Nanmegne, Cameroon).” 
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5. Annexes 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

I. Agenda 

 

Potato Dialogue Platform – A Knowledge Sharing Plat form for Practitioners    

 

Sunday 13.09.2015 

 

Time Topic  

 

Person  

Morning/ 

Afternoon 

 

Arrival of participants from Nigeria, Kenya, Mali, Cameroon, India 

and check-in at Günnewig Hotel Residence  

 

18.00 

 

Organizational issues at Günnewig Hotel Residence Thorben Kruse, 

Karina Brenneis 

(GIZ) 

 

19.00 

 

Welcoming and joint dinner at Günnewig Hotel Residence  Thorben Kruse 

(GIZ) 
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Monday 14.09.2015 

Venue: BMZ Bonn 

Room: “Filmsaal” 

Participants: Delegation from Kenya, Nigeria, Mali, Cameroon, India, GIZ, BMZ  

Time: 10.00 – 12.00 

 

Time Topic  

 

Person  

10.00 – 

10.15 

 

Welcome  Heike Henn (One 

World – No Hunger 

Inititaive;  Federal 

Ministry for Economic 

Cooperation and 

Development (BMZ)) 

 

10.15 – 

10.30 

  

Introduction (participants, program overview, objectives etc.) 

 

Thorben Kruse (GIZ) 

10.30 – 

11.30 

 

The Irish potato – insights in country specific potato issues (5min 

each presenter; 1 presenter per country) 

 

Representatives from 

Kenya, Nigeria, Mali, 

Cameroon and India 

   

11.30 – 

12.00 

 

Questions and Answers   All 
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Monday 14.09.2015  

Venue: GIZ Bonn “Mäanderbau” 

Room: BM 1.0.027/29 

Participants: Delegation from Kenya, Nigeria, Mali, Cameroon, India, GIZ, BMZ  

Time: 13.00 – 17.00 

 

Title: Potatoes in Africa– untapped potential for a gricultural growth, poverty reduction 

and food security 

 

Time Topic  

 

Person  

13.00 

– 

14.00 

 

Joint Lunch   

15.00 

– 

17.00 

 

• Welcome (Dr. Gerd Fleischer) 

 

• Key challenges and opportunities for the potato value chain 

development in Africa  (Wilhelm Elfring) 

 

• Financing the modernization of African agriculture – The case of 

potato value chain in Kenya (Michiel Arnoldus) 

 

• Questions and Answers 

 

Thomas 

Breuer (GIZ) 

19.00 Joint Dinner  

 

All 
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Tuesday 15.09.2015  

Venue: GIZ Bonn Godesberger Allee 

Room: “Großer Saal” 

Participants: Delegation from Kenya, Nigeria, Mali, Cameroon, India, GIZ 

Moderation: Albert Eckert - Denkmodell   

Time: 10.00 – 17.00 

 

Title: South-South Potato Dialogue - Learning from experiences 

    

Time Topic  

 

Person  

10.00 –

10.20 

Welcome and Introduction 

 

Albert Eckert 

(Denkmodell) 

10.20 – 

10.40 

 

The potato sector in Cameroon – key insights, challenges and 

opportunities for agricultural growth, poverty reduction and food 

security 

Evéline Ouokam 

Nanmenge (Ministry of 

Agriculture and Rural 

Development 

Cameroon); Frank 

Bremer (Consultant) 

10.20 – 

10.40 

 

The potato sector in Mali – key insights, challenges and 

opportunities for agricultural growth, poverty reduction and food 

security 

Dr. Bocar Ahmadou; 

Dr. Abdoulaye Sidibe 

(Institut Polytechnique 

Rural de Formation et 

de Recherche 

Appliquee) 

10.40 – 

11.00 

 

The potato sector in India – key insights, challenges and 

opportunities for agricultural growth, poverty reduction and food 

security 

Herman Lanting 

(AFC); Vishwajeet 

Sinha (GIZ) 

11.00 – 

11.20 

Coffee Break   

11.20 – 

11.40 

The potato sector in Kenya – key insights, challenges, 

opportunities and lessons learned 

Prof. John Huria 

Nderitu (NPCK) 

11.40 – 

12.00 

The potato sector in Nigeria – key insights, challenges, 

opportunities and lessons learned 

Folarin Oguntolu (GIZ) 

12.00 – 

12.30 

Introduction to Group Work 

 

Albert Eckert 

(Denkmodell) 

12.30 – Joint Lunch   
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13.30 

13.30 – 

14.15 

 

 

Group Work 1 – Sharing knowledge and experiences 

(Potential topics to be discussed: mechanization, seed potatoes, 

plant protection, storage, field trials, capacity development, multi-

stakeholder dialogue) 

All 

14.15 – 

14.30 

Coffee Break   

14.30 – 

15.00 

Group Work 1 – Presentation of results All 

15.00 – 

15.45 

Group Work 2 – Sharing knowledge and experiences 

 

All 

15.45 – 

16.15 

Group Work 2 – Presentation of results All 

16.15 – 

17.00 

 

Closure Albert Eckert 

(Denkmodell), Thorben 

Kruse (GIZ) 

19.00 Joint Dinne r 

 

All 
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Wednesday 16.09.2015 

 

Venue: GIZ Bonn Godesberger Allee 

Room: “Großer Saal” 

Participants: only delegation from Kenya and Nigeria, private sector, GIZ, BMZ 

Moderation: Albert Eckert - Denkmodell   

Time: 09.00 – 17.15 

 

Title: Potato Initiative Africa – Learning from exp eriences 

 

Time Topic  

 

Person  

09.00 – 

09.15 

 

Welcome BMZ 

09.15 – 

09.45 

 

Introduction (participants, agenda, objectives etc.) Albert Eckert 

(Denkmodell), 

Thorben Kruse (GIZ) 

 

09.45 – 

10.45 

 

“Financing the modernization of African agriculture – The case 

of potato value chain in Kenya” (incl. investment opportunities 

for the private sector) (30min presentation +30min discussion) 

 

Michiel Arnoldus 

(Consultant) 

10.45 – 

11.15 

 

Coffee Break   

11.15 – 

12.15 

 

Results of field trials Kenya (30min presentation + 30min 

discussion) 

 

Elly Atieno (CIP) 

12.15 – 

13.15 

 

Joint Lunch   

13.15 – 

14.15 

 

Results of field trials Nigeria (30min presentation + 30min 

discussion) 

Dr. Daniel Lenka 

(NRCRI) 

 

14.15 – 

14.45 

Closure Albert Eckert 

(Denkmodell); Thorben 
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 Kruse (GIZ) 

 

14.45 – 

15.15 

 

Coffee Break   

15.15 – 

17.15 

 

 

Special Session Kenya /East Africa : The way forward in 

Kenya/East Africa - Workshop with representatives from Kenya, 

private partners, GIZ, BMZ 

  

Albert Eckert 

(Denkmodell) 

 

Evening Free time  
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Parallel session  

 

Wednesday 16.09.2015 

 

Venue: GIZ Bonn Mäanderbau  

Room:  

Participants: Only delegation from Mali, Cameroon and India, GIZ 

Moderation: Georg Bokeloh 

Time: 09.00 – 16.00 

 

Title: Potato Value Chain Development within the Gr een Innovation Centres for the 

Agricultural and Food Sector 

 

Time Topic  

 

Person  

09.00 – 

09.15 

 

Welcome GIAE - Ariane 

Borgstedt 

09.15 – 

09.45 

 

Introduction (participants, agenda, objectives etc.) Ariane 

Borgstedt (GIZ) 

 

09.45 – 

10.00 

 

Wrap up of Group Work 1 – Sharing knowledge and experiences 

(Tuesday afternoon) 

(Potential topics to be discussed: mechanization, seed potatoes, plant 

protection, storage, field trials, capacity development, multi-stakeholder 

dialogue) 

 

10.00 – 

10.15 

 

Coffee Break   

10.15 – 

12.15 

 

Group work: 

A) seed potatoes 

B) storage 

C) mechanization  

 

12.15 – 

13.15 

 

Joint Lunch   

13.15 – Presentation of  work groups  
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13.45 

 

13.45 – 

14.45 

 

Learning Group within the green innovation project country stakeholders 

(Stuff and Partners) 

Jürgen Richter 

14.45 – 

15.15 

 

Coffee Break   

15.15 – 

16.00 

 

 

The way forward in Mali, Cameroun and India – learning group on 

potatoes – road map 

  

Jürgen Richter 

16.00 Closing 

 

Ariane 

Borgstedt  
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Thursday 17.9.2015 

 

Field trip 

 

Time Topic  

 

Person  

7.00 Departure from Günnewig Residence Hotel 

 

Simon Hörhold (GIZ) 

9.00 – 

10.00 

 

 

Weuthen Agrarhandel Simon Hörhold (GIZ) 

10.30 – 

11.30 

 

Kartoffel-Großhandel Thissen Simon Hörhold (GIZ) 

12.30 – 

13.30 

 

Joint Lunch   

Afternoon 

 

 

Landwirtschaftlicher Betrieb Pottbäcker Simon Hörhold (GIZ) 

19.00 

 

Joint Dinner and Closing of the Week  Thorben Kruse (GIZ) 

 

 

Friday 18.9.2015 and Saturday 19.09.2015 

 

Time Topic  

 

Person  

Morning Check-out at Günnewig Residence Hotel and departure of 

guests from Nigeria, Kenya, Mali, Cameroon and India 
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II. List of participants (15.09.15 and 16.09.15) 

 

List of participants for 15/09/15 

 

Nr. Organisation/Company  Country  Name E-Mail  

1 Consultant  Cameroon Bremer, Frank frankbremer@live.de  

2 Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development Cameroon Nanmegne, Evéline Ouokam evelinouokam@yahoo.fr 

3 AFC Consulting India Lanting, Herman mans.lanting@afci.de  

4 GIZ India Sinha, Vishwajeet vishwajeet.sinha@giz.de  

5 International Potato Center (CIP) Kenya Atieno, Elly Ouma E.O.Atieno@cgiar.org  

6 GIZ Kenya Bahm (Dr.), Andrea Andrea.Bahm@giz.de  

7 National Potato Council of Kenya Kenya Nderitu (Prof.), John Huria h.nderitu@mku.ac.ke 

8 State Department of Agriculture, Ministry of Agriculture, 

Livestock and Fisheries 

Kenya Waithaka (Dr.), Johnson Irungu Irungu_waithaka@yahoo.co.uk or 

irungu60waithaka@gmail.com  

9 GIZ Kenya Muchoki, Jackson Mundia Jackson.muchoki@giz.de 

10 Kenya Agribussiness and Agroindustry Alliance Kenya Muchoki, Lucy Mihiuko lmuchoki@panaac.org  

11 Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries, County 

government of Nyandarua County 

Kenya Thuo (Hon.), Agatha Wamuyu agathathuo05@gmail.com  

12 Institut Polytechnique Rural de Formation et de Recherche 

Appliquee 

Mali Ahmadou (Dr.), Bocar Bocartoure2003@yahoo.fr 

13 Institut Polytechnique Rural de Formation et de Recherche 

Appliquee 

Mali Sidibé (Prof.), Abdoulaye abdoulayesidibe@yahoo.fr 

14 GIZ Nigeria Bauernfeind, Horst horst.bauernfeind1@giz.de 
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15 Plateau Agricultural Development Programme Nigeria Gonap, Philip Kassam gonapphilka@yahoo.com 

16 National Root Crop Research Institute Nigeria Lenka (Dr.), Daniel Musa lenkadaniel@yahoo.com 

17 GIZ Nigeria Oguntolu, Folarin Ranson folarin.oguntolu@giz.de 

18 National Agricultural Council of Nigeria Nigeria Olusegun Ojo (Dr.), Philip Dr.poojo@yahoo.com  

19 Potato Farmers Association, Plateau State Nigeria Shipi, Emmanuel Shipiemmanuel05@gmail.com 

20 Consultant Netherlands Arnoldus, Michiel michiel@timeforsense.com  

21 Consultant Netherlands Van der Pol (Dr.), Floris florisvanderpol@gmail.com 

22 Consultant Germany Elfring (Dr.), Wilhelm elfring@t-online.de  

23 GIZ Germany Brenneis, Karina karina.brenneis@giz.de  

 

 

List of participants for PIA Meeting 16.09.2015 

 

Nr. Organisation/Company  Country  Name E-Mail  

1 Bayer CropScience Germany Märkl (Dr.), Martin martin.maerkl@bayer.com 

2 Bayer CropScience Germany Elsharif, Mohamed mohamed.elsharif@bayer.com  

3 Bayer CropScience Germany Guezennec, Sten sten.guezennec@bayer.com 

4 EUROPLANT Pflanzenzucht GmbH Germany Böhm (Dr.), Justus jboehm@europlant.biz, 

jboehm@boehm-kartoffel.de 

5 EUROPLANT Pflanzenzucht GmbH Germany Sepers, Jan Willem jwsepers@europlant.biz 

6 Grimme Landmaschinenfabrik GmbH & Co.KG Germany Soltau, Jan j.soltau@grimme.de 

7 Alois Pöttinger Maschinenfabrik GmbH  Germany Schuerz, Christoph christoph.schuerz@poettinger.at  

8 Alois Pöttinger Maschinenfabrik GmbH  Germany Stüblreiter, Christoph christoph.stueblreiter@poettinger.at  



 

 

  Seite 31 
 

9 Solana GmbH und Co. KG Germany Grimm, Karsten karsten.grimm@solana.de 

10 Lemken Germany Sy, Rainer R.Sy@lemken.com 

11 International Potato Center (CIP) Kenya Atieno, Elly Ouma E.O.Atieno@cgiar.org  

12 GIZ Kenya Bahm (Dr.), Andrea Andrea.Bahm@giz.de  

13 National Potato Council of Kenya Kenya Nderitu (Prof.), John Huria h.nderitu@mku.ac.ke 

14 State Department of Agriculture, Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock 

and Fisheries 

Kenya Waithaka (Dr.), Johnson Irungu Irungu_waithaka@yahoo.co.uk or 

irungu60waithaka@gmail.com  

15 GIZ Kenya Muchoki, Jackson Mundia Jackson.muchoki@giz.de 

16 Kenya Agribussiness and Agroindustry Alliance Kenya Muchoki, Lucy Mihiuko lmuchoki@panaac.org  

17 Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries, County 

government of Nyandarua County 

Kenya Thuo (Hon.), Agatha Wamuyu agathathuo05@gmail.com  

18 GIZ Nigeria Bauernfeind, Horst horst.bauernfeind1@giz.de 

19 Plateau Agricultural Development Programme Nigeria Gonap, Philip Kassam gonapphilka@yahoo.com 

20 National Root Crop Research Institute Nigeria Lenka (Dr.), Daniel Musa lenkadaniel@yahoo.com 

21 GIZ Nigeria Oguntolu, Folarin Ranson folarin.oguntolu@giz.de 

22 National Agricultural Council of Nigeria Nigeria Ojo (Dr.), Philip Olusegun Dr.poojo@yahoo.com  

23 Potato Farmers Association, Plateau State Nigeria Shipi, Emmanuel Shipiemmanuel05@gmail.com 

24 Consultant Netherlands Arnoldus, Michiel michiel@timeforsense.com  

25 Consultant Netherlands Van der Pol (Dr.), Floris florisvanderpol@gmail.com 

26 OAV - German Asia-Pacific Business Association Germany Gumpert, Alina gumpert@oav.de 

27 GIZ Germany Breuer (Dr.), Thomas Thomas.breuer@giz.de 

28 GIZ Germany Brenneis, Karina karina.brenneis@giz.de  

29 GIZ Germany Fortenbacher, Dominik dominik.fortenbacher@giz.de  
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30 GIZ Germany Hoerhold, Simon simon.hoerhold@giz.de  

31 GIZ Germany Kruse, Thorben thorben.kruse@giz.de  

32 GIZ Germany Piroth, Isabell isabell.piroth@giz.de  

33 Consultant Germany Eckert, Albert eckert@albert-eckert.de 

 

 


